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INTRODUCTORY  LETTER. 


To  the  Chairman  ami  Members  of  the  Crook  and 
\V illin}iton  Urban  District  Council, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Second  Report 
for  the  Crook  and  Willington  Urban  Area. 

Much  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  to  improve 
the  housing  and  sanitary  conditions  in  the  district,  but  very 
much  more  remains  yet  to  be  done.  \'ery  good  work  has 
been  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  and  supervision  of  food  supplies.  All  this  must 
contribute  very  largely  to  an  all-round  improvement  in  the 
general  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  area. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Omand,  Mr.  Ayton  and  Mr. 
Cummings  for  the  help  they  have  so  readily  given  me.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Cummings)  continues  to  maintain  the 
closest  co-operation  with  me,  and  any  complaints  I have  handed 
to  him  have  been  remedied  wherever  possible.  I am  also 
greatly  indebted  to  him  for  much  help  in  connection  with  this 
report. 


Finally  I thank  you.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  your 
continued  interest  and  encouragement,  and  for  your  keenness  tc 
improve  the  living  conditions  of  the  people. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FENWICK  LISHMAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Section  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area.  The  Crook  and  Willington  Urban  District  has  a 
total  area  of  15,476  acres. 

Population.  28,230. 

Inhabited  Houses.  8,113. 

Rateable  Value.  £93,686. 

Social  Conditions,  etc.  Mining,  Coke  Manufacture, 
Brick-making,  and  Agriculture  are  the  principal  industries  carried 
on  in  the  Area.  There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  local 
coal  trade,  but  a considerable  amount  of  unemployment  persists. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  following  tigures 
were  supplied  me  by  the  Manager  of  the  Local  Unemployment 
Exchange  : 


Men 

wholly  unemployed 

1389 

Men 

temporarily  suspended 

172 

W’onien  wholly  unemployed 

80 

Women  temporarily  suspended 

3 

Total 

1644 

This  figure  is  approximately  the  same  as  a year  ago,  and 
represents  20%  of  the  total  insured  population  of  7,700. 


There  is  plenty  of  room  for  improvement  in  the  sphere  of 
employment,  and  any  scheme  for  creating  work  must  be  welcome. 
It  has  been  recently  announced  that  a second  factory  will 
shortly  be  built,  and  hopes  are  expressed  that  others  will  follow 
in  the  future. 


The  new  sewage  scheme  for  Crook  will  also  give  useful 
work  to  a number  of  men  who  have  been  long  unemployed. 


The  Crook  District  Social  Service  Association  which  has 
been  so  well  supported  by  the  Officials  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  continues  to  do  splendid  work.  The  objects  of  the 

Association  are  stated  to  be 

“ To  provide  its  members,  through  its  Social  Service  Centres, 
with  the  means  of  occupational  and  rational  recreation,  social 
intercourse,  mutual  helpfulness,  mental  and  moral  improvement.” 


The  Boys’  Club  in  Crook  is  struggling  to  keep  going,  but 
there  are  hopes  of  the  provision  of  proper  premises,  which 
would  be  the  means  of  establishing  it  on  a proper  basis.  I 
am  satisfied  that  there  is  a great  need  for  work  among  the 
boys  and  young  adolescents. 


The  Social  Services  and  other  Organisations  are  also  doing 
much  good  work  in  other  parts  of  the  District,  but  in  every 
section  of  the  Crook  and  Willington  Ilrban  Area  the  greatest 
need  is  for  work. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

384 

216 

168 

Illegitimate 

14 

8 

6 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  resident 

population  14.59. 

Still  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

23 

13 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and 

still)  was 

15.44 

Deaths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

339 

187 

152 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  1*2.01. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths.  Rate  per  i,ooo  total 
(live  (S'  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 0 

Other  puerperal  causes  I 2.28 

I'otal  ...  I 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  ,of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .34.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  29.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  2.4 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  35 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  4 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

187 

152 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

7 

6 

Heart  Disease 

48 

38 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

26 

24 

Aneurysm 

1 

0 

Bronchitis 

o 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

0 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

0 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

0 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

0 

Measles 

‘7 

W 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

6 

Influenza 

1 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

10 

i 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

0 

0 

G.P.I.  Tabes,  etc.  ... 

1 

0 

Cancer 

14 

21 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

4 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

9 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

etc.  4 

o 

9 


Senility 

Suicide 

Other  Violence 
Other  defined  Diseases 
Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 
Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 


12 

0 

9 

17 

0 

0 


y 

1 

3 

12 

1 

0 


Section  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

These  have  been  enumerated  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne* 
Examinations  of  Throat  Swabs,  Sputums,  Faeces,  Milk  and 
Water  have  been  conducted  from  time  to  time. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  District  is  well  provided  for  in  this  respect.  The 
Miners’  Welfare  Scheme  have  been  responsible  for  a number  of 
our  best  ambulances.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  works 
ambulances,  and  one  private  ambulance  in  addition  to  the 
ambulance  at  Helmington  Row  Hospital,  which  is  kept  for 
infectious  fever  cases  only. 

Arrangements  have  been  concluded  whereby  an  ambulance 
can  be  obtained  free  for  all  street  accidents.  The  services 

of  five  ambulances  have  been  secured  for  this  purpose,  the 
nearest  available  ambulance  being  summoned  first  in  each  case. 
This  has  proved  to  be  a very  valuable  service. 
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First  Aid  dressings,  splints,  blankets  and  a stretcher,  have 
been  placed  at  the  Felice  Stations  at  Crook,  Willington  and 
H unwick,  for  use  in  street  accidents.  These  are  the  property 
of  the  Crook  and  Willington  Urban  District  Council.  Already 
this  equipment  has  been  used  on  a number  of  occasions  with 
great  benefit. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  general  standard  of  nursing  in  the  Area  is  good.  The 
local  authority  does  not  provide  any  district  nurses,  but  a 
number  of  Nursing  Associations  are  maintained  in  the  Area  by 
public  subscription. 

There  are  9 district  nurses  and  6 certified  midwives  prac- 
ticing in  the  Area.  Four  of  the  district  nurses  are  also 
certified  midwives,  and  practice  midwifery  as  well. 


(d)  The  following  clinics  and  treatment  centres  are 
available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Area. 


Nature  of  Clinic 
or  Centre. 

Name  and 
Situation 

Nature  of 
Accommodation. 

Ry  whom 
Provided. 

Maternity  and 

Church  Hall, 

Consultations 

Durham 

Child  Welfare 

Crook. 

Weekly. 

County  Cncl. 

do. 

P.M.  School, 

do. 

do. 

Stanley. 

do. 

Parish  Hall, 
Willington. 

do. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

Ninefields, 

do. 

do. 

Ophthalmic 
and  Dental 

Bishop  Auckland. 

Tuberculosis 

do. 

Consultations 

do. 

Dispensary 

Twice  weekly 
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All  these  centres  are  doing  a splendid  work,  especially  in 
the  very  important  sphere  of  Preventative  Medicine,  and  I would 
be  glad  if  greater  advantage  was  taken  of  them. 


(e)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

All  serious  accident  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Royal  Victoria 
Infirriiary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  the  County  Hospital,  Durham,  or 
the  Lady  Eden  Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland. 

General  Medical  and  Surgiail  cases  are  sent  to  either 
Newcastle,  Durham  or  Sherburn  Hospitals.  Sick  children  may 
be  sent  to  these  Hospitals  also,  or  to  the  Fleming  Hospital, 
Newcastle,  or  the  Babies  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

Maternity  cases  are  admitted  either  to  the  Princess  Mary 
Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle,  or  to  the  County  Maternity 
Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland. 

Venereal  Diseases — Durham  and  Newcastle. 

Tuberculosis — Helmington  Row  Sanatorium,  Crook,  and 

several  other  County  sanatoria. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  cases  may  be  sent  to  the 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  may  be  removed  and 
treated  by  the  County  Authority. 

Infectious  Fevers  cases  are  usually  admitted  to  the  Infectious 
Fevers  Hospital,  Helmington  Row. 

Many  chronic  or  incurable  cases  are  sent  to  the  Public 
Assistance  Hospital,  Oaklands,  Bishop  Auckland,  where  excellent 
attention  and  treatment  is  given. 


Section  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


I.  (1)  Water. 


For  the  most  part  the  water  supply  has  been  quite 
satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  Any  complaints 

which  have  arisen  have  been  remedied  forthwith  by  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board.  Both  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations  are  made  by  the  \^'^ater  Board. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
Bacteriologiail  Examination,  two  from  springs  and  one  from  a 
well. 

Fox  Covert  Spring  Reasonably  good  sample. 

Allotment  Cottage  Spring  Not  a good  sample. 

Douglas  Liine  Cottage  Well  Moderately  good  sample. 


(2)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Sewerage.  A 9"  Sewer  laid  from  Commercial  Street  to  the 
new  Bungalows  at  Foundry  Fields,  Crook,  also  a 9^^  sewer  at 
New  Road,  Crook,  to  the  new  Timber  Factory. 


A contract  has  been  let  for  the  construction  of  new 
sewers  from  the  New  Road  to  Commercial  Street  and  West 
Road,  Crook,  also  at  Billy  Row  Green  and  West  Terrace,  Billy 

Row,  to  replace  defective  sewers  and  to  prevent  flooding  during 
heavy  rains. 


Sewage  Disposal. 


Low  Wadsworth  Sewage  Farm.  A contract  has  been 
let  and  a start  made  with  the  construction  of  new  Disposal 
Works  at  Low  Wadsworth,  the  new  Disposal  Works  when 
completed  will  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  late  Crook  Urban 
Area,  also  the  following  villages  situated  in  the  late  Auckland 
Rural  Area : Wheatbottom,  Low  Beechburn,  Howden-le-Wear, 
Rumby  Hill,  North  Bitchburn,  Victoria  and  High  Grange. 


Willington.  Messrs.  Balfour  and  Sons,  Consulting 
Engineers,  are  still  working  on  a scheme  for  new  sewers  and 
new  Disposal  Works  for  the  late  Willington  Urban  Area,  this 
is  a matter  which  should  be  pressed  forward  with  all  possible 
speed  as  the  present  works  are  old  and  out  of  date,  and  many 
of  the  existing  sewers  are  known  to  be  defective. 


il.  Rivers  and  Streams 


Crook  and  Beechburn  Beck.  In  July,  1938,  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Department  of  the  Durham  County  Council  in 
conjunction  with  the  Research  Station  Staff  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  examined  the  above,  along  with  the 
River  Wear  and  its  other  main  tributaries. 


An  abstract  from  the  report  relating  to  the  above  is  as 
follows. 
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37 

38 

11 

No. 

Above  Crook  Gas 
Works  but  below 
Bankfoot  Bye- 
Product  Works 

Below  Crook  Gas 

W'orks 

1 

Bridge  below 

Beechburn 

Grange  Farm 

Position. 

p.m. 

4-35 

4-30 

3-20 

Date  and 
Standard 
Time. 
20/7/38. 

8.0 

1 

1 

i 

8.0 

7.8 

pH. 

to  lO  CO 

^ eo  O 

Temp. 

degrees 

C. 

OI  ? ?. 

cn  r“ 

Percentage 
saturation 
of  Oxygen. 

§ 2 z 

CK  ~ — 

Dissolved 

Oxygen 

1 In  parts  per  100,000 

1 

1 

6.1 

1 

1 

9.0 

9.5 

Free  & 
saline 

Ammonia 

CO  Oi  cji 

cn  O O 

Tar 

Acids. 

'Depth  4”,  Current 

1 m.p.h.,  Water 
black,  Phenolic 
smell,  Bottom 
stony.  Refuse  tip 
adjacent. 

Sky  overcast. 

Depth  4 inches. 
Current  1 m.p.h.. 
Water  black. 
Phenolic  smell, 
Concrete  bottom, 
Sky  overcast. 

Depth  1-ft.  6 -in. 
Current  i-m.p.h.. 
Water  blackish. 
Phenolic  smell. 
Bottom  gravelly. 
Sunny,  some  cloud 

1 Remarks. 

i 
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c 

< 

a 

'< 

o 
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D“ 
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n 

o 

o 

x* 

v» 

s 

a. 

CO 
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The  Crook  Beck  was  by  far  the  worst  polluted  tributary 
of  the  Wear. 

Above  Crook  Gas  Works  but  below  Bankfoot  bye-product 
works  (37)  the  water  was  black,  was  devoid  of  dissolved  oxygen 
and  contained  an  excessive  concentration  of  ammonia  and  a 
distinctly  lethal  concentration  of  tar  acids. 

The  analysis  of  the  sample  taken  below  the  gas  works  (38) 
proved  to  be  identical  with  that  of  (37).  At  the  bridge  below 
Beechburn  Grange  Farm  (ll)  about  1 mile  above  its  confluence 
with  the  Wear  the  condition  of  the  Beck  was  still  deplorable. 

This  stream  had  a deleterious  effect  on  the  quality  of  the 
water  in  the  main  river. 

This  Beck  has  been  continuously  kept  under  observation, 
and  when  any  evidence  of  pollution  was  observed,  steps  were 
taken  immediately  to  remedy  it.  It  has  not,  however,  been 

possible  to  stop  all  the  pollution  from  Bankfoot  works,  but  I 
understand  that  Messrs.  Balfour  & Sons,  (Consulting  Engineers 
for  the  new  sewage  scheme)  have  been  in  consultation  with 
Messrs.  Pease  and  Partners.  Close  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  between  the  Officials  of  your  Health  Department  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Water  Engineer  of  the 
Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District. 

III.  (1)  Closet  Accommodation. 


Total 

number  of 

water-closets  in 

District 

3698 

M 

M 

ash-closets 

M 

4583 

M 

}) 

ash-pit  privies 

>9 

137 

M 

l> 

pail  closets 

99 

22 

M 

11 

chemical  closets 

9 9 

0 

IG 


A grant  is  given  by  the  Council  of  half  the  cost  of  atiy 
conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system  made  by  an  owner,  the 
total  grant  not  to  exceed  £4  in  any  one  conversion.  A total 
of  109  conversions  have  been  made  during  the  year.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  a commencement  should  be  made  with  a 
privy  conversion  scheme  throughout  the  area  as  early  as  sewers 
and  disposal  works  will  permit. 


(2)  Public  Cleansing. 


In  Willington,  Oakenshaw,  Page  Bank,  parts  of  Stanley, 
Billy  Row  and  Crook,  the  cleansing  is  done  by  direct  labour. 
There  are  five  motor-wagons  and  two  carts  owned  by  the  Council, 
and  two  hired  horses  engaged  in  this  work,  besides  a cerhiin 
amount  of  team  labour,  together  with  fourteen  men  and  one 
foreman,  two  of  the  men  being  engaged  partly  on  cleansing  the 
refuse  tips.  The  remainder  of  the  District  is  cleansed  by 
contract,  there  being  ,‘10  districts  covered  by  16  contractors. 


It  is  anticipated  that  a new  motor  vehicle  will  be 
purchased  to  do  the  work  of  the  horses  and  carts  and  these 
will  be  dispensed  with  during  1939.  This  vehicle  will  also 

be  available  to  carry  out  some  of  the  work  at  present  done  by 
team  labour  and  should  show  a reduction  in  the  cost  of  cleansing. 


(3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  the  following  notices  as 
the  result  of  inspections  carried  out  in  the  Area. 


Informal 

Notices. 

Nuisances 
A bated. 

Dwelling  Houses,  Foul  conditions 

13 

13 

„ Structural  defects 

25 

25 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

Ashpits 

and  Privies 

3 

3 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

16 

16 

Water 

Closets 

2 

1 

House 

Drainage,  Defective  traps 

2 

1 

„ No  disconnection 

from  Sewers 

1 

1 

„ Other  faults 

69 

64 

W’ater 

Supply 

t 

< 

Smoke 

Nuisances 

4 

4 

Other 

Nuisances 

73 

64 

216 

200 

(4)  Shops  and  Offices. 

Shops. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Cummings)  was  appointed  as 
Shops  Inspector  as  from  June  1st  for  an  experimental  period 
of  one  year.  Systematic  inspections  have  been^  made  to 
obtain  information  for  compiling  a register,  and  additional 
inspections  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the  various 
regulations  as  to  hours,  etc.,  were  being  carried  out.  Notices 
exhibited  have  been  checked  and  endeavours  made  to  educate 
the  shopkeepers  and  tradesmen  as  to  their  responsibilities  under 
the  various  Acts  and  Orders.  This  has  resulted  in  a great 
improvement  in  numerous  cases  of  the  conditions  of  employ- 
ment, and  has  been  carried  out  in  a spirit  of  goodwill.  It 
has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  under  the  Act. 

Offices. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year 
regarding  overcrowding  and  ventilation. 
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(5)  Camping  Sites. 

No  sites  in  the  Area  have  been  used  for  camping  purposes. 

(6)  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  smoke  nuisance  (referred  to  in  my  last  report)  from 
Brancepeth  Colliery  still  persists.  No  alteration  in  the  methods 
of  tipping  stone  and  waste  material  from  the  mines  has  taken 
place,  and  until  this  is  done,  I fear  the  nuisance  will  continue. 


(7)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  such  baths  in  this  Area  at  present,  though 
their  provision  would  be  a decided  asset  to  the  District. 

(8)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  the  year  there  were  eleven  complaints  of  infestation 
by  bed  bugs  in  the  following  places. 

1 Council  House,  South  End  Villas,  Crook. 

2 ’Houses,  Talbot  Street,  Crook. 

2 Houses,  Kellets  Square,  Crook. 

2 Houses,  The  Holmes,  Crook. 

Houses,  Railway  Terrace,  Roddymoor.  (since  demolished) 

1 House,  West  Terrace,  Billy  Row. 

1 hese  houses  have  been  disinfested  by  Fumoids  and  no 
further  complaints  received.  It  has  not  been  considered 

necessary  to  carry  out  disinfestation  before  removing  tenants  to 
Council  Houses  and  in  the  eleven  cases  mentioned  the  work 
was  done  by  the  Lociil  Authority.  1 n all  cases  the  tenants 
were  advised  as  to  precautionary  methods,  and  during  Healtli 
Week  eduaitional  films  on  bed  bugs  and  their  eradication  and 
prevention  were  shown. 
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IV.  Schools. 

These  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 


Section  D. 


Housing. 


New  houses  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1938: — 


30 

Bungalows,  Rosedale  Estate,  Willington. 

J . Thorns. 

124 

Housing  Estate,  Roddymoor,  Crook. 

J.  Thorns. 

2 

Woodlands,  Crook. 

H.  Ay  ton  & Sons. 

1 

Bungalow,  West  Road,  Crook. 

J.  H.  Johnson. 

1 

Billy  Hill,  Crook. 

W.  Stobart. 

1 

White  House  Farm,  Howden-le-Wear. 

W.  Lee. 

1 

West  Road,  Crook. 

J.  H.  Machell. 

1 

New  Road,  Durham  Timber  Factory,  Crook 

Scott  Contractors. 

28 

Bungalows,  Foundry  Fields,  Crook. 

G.  M.  Pearson. 

1 

Carville  Estate,  Willington. 

E.  H.  Howe. 

4 

1-4,  Thorns  Buildings,  West  Road,  Crook. 

J.  Thorns. 

6 

3-8,  Burn  Farm  Estate,  Willington. 

Johnson  Bros. 

1 

Back  High  Street,  Howden-le-Wear. 

J.  Gibson. 

1 

King  Albert  Place,  Crook. 

J.  H.  Machell. 

202 

Total 

Strenuous  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  as  many  unfit 
houses  as  possible  inspected  and  officially  represented  for  Slum 
Clearance  under  the  Housing  Acts  this  year,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  subsidy  was  to  be  reduced  at  the  end  of 
December,  1938. 
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Unfortunately,  however,  the  number  which  it  was  possible 
to  have  scheduled  in  the  time,  was,  in  my  opinion,  far  short 
of  the  desired  number  warranted  by  the  poor  condition  of  many 
houses  in  the  Area.  In  addition  difficulty  was  once  again 
experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  housing  sites. 


Overcrowding. 

Apart  from  those  cases  of  overcrowding  which  have  been 
relieved  by  Slum  Clearance  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take 
any  action  to  abate  overcrowding  in  your  Area. 


Confirmed  Clearance  Areas 


Late  Crook  Urban  District  Council. 


Clearance  areal 

No.  1 

PLACE 

No.  of  houses 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  persons 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  families 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  new 

houses  to  be 

provided 

1 

1-26  White  Lea  Square,  Crook 

26 

95 

26 

26 

2 

1-22  South  Terrace,  Sunniside 

22 

71 

19 

19 

3 

1-12  Gilroy  Square,  Crook 

12 

32 

12 

12 

4 

3-6  Graham’s  Cottages,  Sunniside 

4 

15 

4 

4 

5 

1-5  School  Houses,  Sunniside 

5 

19 

5 

5 

6 

30-34  Front  Street,  Sunniside 

5 

17 

5 

5 

7 

6-55  Grahamsley 

50 

198 

50 

50 

8 

Roddymoor 

49 

180 

49 

49 

9 

7-9  South  Street,  Crook 

4 

18 

4 

4 

10 

8-9  Whitfield  Street,  Crook 

- 

5 

2 

2 

11 

Caravans,  New  Road,  Crook 

27 

51 

20 

20 

12 

Caravans,  Bell  Street,  Crook 

2 

5 

2 

2 

13 

1-3  Fell  Heads,  Crook 

3 

15 

3 

3 

14 

1-2  Red  Barns,  Crook 

2 

9 

2 

2 

15 

1-12  & 14  Calvert  Street,  Crook 

13 

44 

13 

13 

16  ■ 

1-3  Armoury  Cottages,  Crook 

3 

19 

3 

3 

17 

1-18  West  Terrace,  Stanley 

17 

68 

16 

16 

18 

31-53  East  Terrace,  Stanley 

23 

73 

22 

22 

19 

1-14  Church  Terrace,  Stanley 

14 

38 

14 

14 

20 

1-24  Woodhouses,  Grahamsley 

24 

74 

24 

24 

21 

1-30  Woodifield  Rows,  Crook 

30 

95 

30 

30 

337 

1141 

325 

325 

Late  Auckland  Rural  District  Council. 


Clearance  area! 

No.  1 

PLACE 

No.  of  houses 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  persons 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  families 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  new 

houses  to  be 

provided 

12 

1-6  Whitfield  Ctgs  & Rose  Ctg 

1 

16 

7 

7 

13 

1 & 2,  65-68  High  Flat,  Crook 

7 

21 

6 

6 

14 

1 & 2 Low  Beechburn  Farm  ,, 

2 

6 

2 

<) 

15 

5-9  The  Hollow 

5 

14 

5 

5 

16 

17-19  The  Hollow 

3 

11 

3 

3 

17 

9 & 10  East  End,  Fir  Tree 

2 

Empty 

prope 

rty 

18 

8-19  Sunderland  St,  Sunnybrow 

12 

37 

12 

12 

19 

9-16  Dean  Street,  ,, 

8 

31 

7 

7 

20 

3,  4,  5 Prospect  Place,  „ 

3 

11 

3 

3 

21 

1-5  Dale  Cottages,  „ 

5 

19 

5 

5 

22 

1-22  Hill  Street,  ,, 

22 

64 

22 

22 

23 

1-10,  12-20  Percy  St, 

19 

65 

19 

19 

24 

1-19  Queen  Street,  ,, 

19 

70 

19 

19 

25 

1-15  California  Terrace.  Bowden 

15 

54 

15 

15 

26 

11-16  Low  Job’s  Hill,  Crook 

6 

24 

5 

5 

27 

1-4  Lawson’s  Yard,  Wheatbottom 

4 

14 

4 

4 

28 

1-4  Gaunt’s  Yard,  „ 

4 

18 

4 

4 

29 

5-8  Hogarth’s  Yd,  Old 

4 

Empty 

prope 

rty 

30 

1-3  Bigland’s  Yard, 

and  56-58  Wheatbottom 

6 

Empty 

prope 

rty 

31 

16-19  Rumby  Hill 

4 

• 8 

4 

4 

32 

1-2  Frost’s  Yard,  Hunwick 

2 

3 

O 

2 

159 

486 

144 

144 

Crook  and  Willington  Area. 


Clearance  area 
No. 

PL.4CE 

No.  of  houses 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  persons 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  families 

in 

Clearance  area 

No.  of  new 

houses  to  be 

provided 

33 

1-9  East  Terrace,  Sunniside 

9 

31 

7 

7 

34 

1-52  Nelson  Street,  Willington 

52 

219 

52 

52 

35 

17-19a  Church  Street,  Crook 

3 (2  sh 

ops)  10 

3 

3 

36 

1-7  Emma  Terrace,  Roddymoor 

7 

31 

7 

7 

37 

l-7Chapel  Row,  North  Bitchburn 

7 

12 

6 

6 

38 

3,  3a,  3b,  8 Castle  View,  „ 

4 

16 

4 

4 

39 

9,  10  Castle  View,  „ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

40 

2,  3,  4 Post  Office  Street,  Witton 

3 

6 

3 

3 

41 

17,  18  „ ,,  and 

24,  25  Station  Rd,  „ 

4 

13 

4 

4 

42 

1-26  York  Street,  1-36  Wear 

Street,  Willington 

62 

215 

62 

62 

43 

22-89  Single  Russell  Place,  „ 

68 

190 

70 

70 

44 

1-3  Military  Row,  Crook 

3 

11 

3 

3 

45 

46-57  Commercial  Street, 

3 & 5 Halliday’s  Yard, 

4 Bowden  Yd,  Willington 

9 

17 

5 

5 

46 

17-22  Low  Job’s  Hill,  Crook 

14 

51 

12 

12 

47 

1-7  Burn  Place,  Quarry  bum  and 
1-15  Quarryburn  Row,  Hunwick 

. 22 

87 

22 

22 

1 269 

911 

262 

262 

SUMMARY. 


Late  Crook  Area 

Late  Auckland  Rural  Area 

Crook  and  Willington  Area 


337 

1141 

325 

325 

159 

486 

144 

144 

269 

911 

262 

262 

765 

2538 

731 

731 

Total 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  339 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  742 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1925  ...  ...  ...  339 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  339 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  333 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  19 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  9 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(A.)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 


(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  i 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(B.)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(C.)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  1.3  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  Pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil. 

(D.)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  Part  4,  Overcrowding. 

(a.)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  •••  596 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  61/ 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  2743 
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(b.) 

Number  of  new  cases 
during  the  year 

of 

overcrowding 

reported 

Nil. 

(c.) 

(1) 

N umber  of  cases 
during  the  year 

of 

overcrowding 

relieved 

33 

(2) 

N umber  of  persons 

concerned  in  such 

cases 

171 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  Nil. 


Section  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(A)  Milk  Supply. 


There  are  90  persons  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926,  25  of  whom  are  wholesale  producers,  54  producers 
and  retail  purveyors  and  11  retailers  of  milk.  Twenty-one 
producers  have  ceased  during  the  year  and  are  now  feeding  stock. 


During  the  year  .’1  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  from 
persons  wishing  to  be  licenced  as  producers  of  accredited  milk 
and  these  have  all  been  satisfactory.  There  are  3 producers 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  24  producers  of  Accredited  Milk 
in  the  Area. 


All  the  farms  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  the 
occupiers  advised  where  necessary.  Improvements  have  been 
carried  out  in  some  cases  but  there  still  remain  a number  of 
farms  which  need  to  be  brought  up  to  date.  No  routine 

sampling  of  milk  has  been  carried  out  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


(B)  Slaughterhouses,  Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspections. 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  Slaughterhouses  and 
shops  where  meat  and  food  is  prepared  and  exposed  for  sale  in 
the  District.  Butchers’  vehicles  on  their  rounds  and  stalls  on 
the  Crook  Market  have  been  under  supervision  whenever  possible. 


Carcasses  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & I Pigs 
Lambs  1 

Number  Killed 

1066 

572 

363.3  1 1447 

Number  inspected 

72.6 

4.39 

: 

2362  1086 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul- 
osis. 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

.008% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

.3 

6 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

20 

( 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

2.49% 

1 

( 

The  following  is  a summary  of  unsound  meat,  etc.,  condemned 
during  the  year. 

Stones  lbs. 

January. 

1 Forequarter  of  Bullock  Beef  8 0 Tuberculosis 


February. 

1 Forequarter  of  Heifer  Beef  10 

2 Tinned  Ox  Tongues  1 

March. 

2 Carcasses  of  Heifer  Beef  67 

2 Forequarters  of  Cow  Beef  30 

April. 

3 Carcasses  of  Cow  Beef  1 20 

1 Hindquarter  of  Cow  Beef  12 

May 

1 Carcass  of  Cow  Beef  44 

June.  None. 

July. 

1 Carcass  of  Heifer  Beef  20 

1 Carcass  of  Cow  Beef  38 

2 Hindquarters  of  Heifer  Beef  20 

August.  None. 

September. 

1 Hindquarter  of  Cow  Beef  12 

1 Tinned  Gammon  of  Ham 

October.  None. 

November. 

1 Carcass  of  Cow  Beef  69 

2 Hindquarters  of  Cow  Beef  32 

December. 

1 Carcass  of  Cow  Beef  ,^4 


Oi  Improperly 
Processed. 

10  Tuberculosis 


M 


0 


>9 


0 

0 

8 


99 


99 


12^  Blown  Tin. 


0 Choked 
0 Tuberculosis 

0 


99 


SUMMARY. 


Stones 

lbs. 

1 

Forequarter  of  Bullock  Beef 

8 

0 Tuberculosis 

1 

Forequarter  of  Heifer  Beef 

10 

6 

o 

Hindquarters  of  Heifer  Beef 

20 

8 

3 

Carcasses  of  Heifer  Beef 

87 

10 

2 

Forequarters  of  Cow  Beef 

. 30 

0 

4 

Hindquarters  of  Cow  Beef 

57 

3 

6 

Carcasses  of  Cow  Beef 

256 

CO 

1 

Carcass  of  Cow  Beef 

69 

0 Choked. 

539 

Organs,  fat,  etc. 

56 

11 

596 

Total  weight,  3 tons,  14  cwts.,  4 

stones,  4i  pounds. 

2 

Tinned  Ox  Tongues 

1 

stone,  0|  pound 

1 

Tinned  Gammon  of  Ham 

12|  pounds. 

This  was  found  in  the  course  of  routine  inspections  of  the 
slaughter-houses  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  when  the  attention 
of  the  owners  was  called  to  the  unsound  or  diseased  conditions 
they  surrendered  the  meat,  etc.,  to  be  disposed  of  so  as  to 
prevent  it  being  used  for  human  consumption. 

No  meat  marking  scheme  is  in  operation  in  this  district. 


(C)  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  etc. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  which  is  responsible 
for  carrying  out  this  Act. 


(D)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 
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(£)  Nutrition. 

No  special  investigation  has  been  made  on  the  subject  of 
nutrition. 


(F)  Shell-Fish  (Molluscs.) 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  in  this  Area. 
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Section  F. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

No  change  in  the  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious 
diseases  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

I have  to  report  a gratifying  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  The  notifications  of 
Diphtheria  being  84  less  than  the  previous  year,  whilst  those 
of  Scarlet  Fever  are  78  less. 

Diphtheria.  All  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  have 
been  supplied  with  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  for  use  in  cases  of 
Diphtheria  awaiting  removal  to  hospital,  or  in  suspected  cases 
while  waiting  for  the  receipt  of  the  throat  swab. 

A number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  of  the  “Gravis”  type. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  o50  children  have  been 
immunised  during  the  year. 

The  material  used  for  the  immunisatTon  was  Diphtheria 
Toxoid  Alum-Precipitated  by  the  two-shot  method. 

I consider  that  Diphtheria  Immunisiition  is  very  beneficial, 
and  it  is  a matter  for  great  regret  that  there  should  be  no 
demand  for  immunisation  as  soon  as  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria 
is  overcome. 


Isolation  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Every  case  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  was  admitted 
to  hospitiil.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  infectious  cases 
benefit  very  considerably  by  treatment  in  hospital. 


In  every  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  the  bedding 
was  collected  and  put  through  the  steam  disinfector,  and  the 
house  adequately  disinfected.  I am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Cummings)  for  the  very  prompt  atten- 
tion he  always  gives  to  this  matter. 


Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  one 
was  a carrier  and  it  was  fortunate  that  prompt  discovery  pre- 
vented spread  of  the  infection. 

All  practitioners  in  the  area  were  informed  by  letter  im- 
mediately the  first  case  was  discovered,  and  every  possible  step 
to  prevent  the  infection  spreading  was  immediately  taken. 


Measles.  No  local  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  Measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

122 

122 

0 

Diphtheria 

i)5 

95 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

o 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

28 

0 

14 

Erysipelas 

11 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1938. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  the  Area  during  the  year. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisations. 550. 


Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938: 


NEW  CASES. 

I DEATHS. 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

I 

Non- Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

1 

! Non- Re 

spiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

■ 

i 

1 M. 

p 

1 

' M. 

F. 

0 ... 

— ^ 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

j _ 

1 

1 ... 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 ... 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

15  ... 

— 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

25  ... 

5 

4 

3 

2 

— 

35  ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

45  ... 

2 

- 

2 

- 

55  ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

h 

1 

— 

65  & up 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

9 

10 

5 

5 

5 

— 

6 

— 

1 

2 

> 


